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FUNCTIONAL NON-LINEARITY AS MEANS OF 

BUILDING UP SENSE SPACE OF BUSINESS ENGLISH 

DISCOURSE 

 

This work is carried out in terms of functional linguistics and 

aimed at a disclosure of functional (pragmasemantic) non-

linearity of speech based on Business English discourse with 

regard to its dubious nature. On the one hand, it is a systemically 

organized conventional discourse, while on the other, it is a 

dynamic and adaptive communicative type, within which partners 

have to build up lively, responsive sense space to succeed in 

achieving their goals. The authors proceed from the definition of 

non-linearity as a mutual influence of system components on each 

other in such a way that the synergistic effect of their coherent 

activities outperforms a meachanically obtained sum of separate 

effects. In reference to speech this postulate implies the 

ОЦОrРОЧМО oП ‗ЧОа sОЧsОs‘, ЭСКЭ КrО ЧoЭ proЧО Эo ЦКЧТПОsЭКЭТoЧ Лв 
text elements on their own, outside the given discourse or in other 

combinations. 

The provided functional analysis of sample fragments of 

Business English shows that its pragmasemantic properties can 

not be actualized as merely linear ones, since in that case a 

significant amount of sense space would be ruined, and the text 

would lose its ability to function as an adequate speech act. The 

authors argue that communicatively viable discourse results from 

a combination of linear and non-linear relations between text 

components, as it is this combination that generates specific 

semantic accretions in discourse. 

In conclusion the authors state the necessity for 

representatives of different professions to look into the issue of 

discourse non-linearity and to make practical use of speech 

ability to bring forth non-linear functional effects. The authors 

see it as means of creating discourse sense space, with the latter 

being not only explicitly demonstrative of, but also implicitly 
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assimilating, the desired pragmatic and semantic components. 

Elaborating this skill is undoubtedly helpful in enhancing 

ЛЮsТЧОss pОopХО‘s ОППТМТОЧМв oП spООМС КМЭТЯТЭв. 
Keywords: Business English discourse, discourse sense space, 

functional non-linearity, semantic accretions, rhetorical impact, 

discourse dynamic systemacy  
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     Metaphors we live by 

  ,  ―metaphor is pervasive in everyday 

life, not just in language but in thought and action. Our ordinary 

conceptual system, in terms of which we both think and act, is 

ПЮЧНКЦОЧЭКХХв ЦОЭКЩСШrТМКХ ТЧ ЧКЭЮrО‖ (LКФШПП, JШЧsШЧ, 2003, Щ. 
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I аКЧЭ Эo ЛО sЭrКТРСЭ НoаЧ ЭСО ХТЧО, I НoЧ‘Э аКЧЭ pОopХО 
guessing with me (Meaden, 2016). 
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He bought EE, took on the industry watchdog Ofcom in a 

lengthy battle and, most boldly of all, transformed the company 

into a sports broadcaster by taking on Sky in the battle for 

football rights. But last month Patterson finally ran out of rope 

when the company announced he would be stepping down later 

this year, after investors made it clear they had lost confidence in 

his ability to lead BT through an ambitious turnaround plan 

(Monaghan, 2018, http)  
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