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SPEECH TACTICS OF THREAT IN AMERICAN 

POLITICAL DISCOURSE 

 

This article is devoted to threat as a widely-spread tactical 

means of fulfilling communicative strategy of subordination in 

modern American political discourse, while political 

communication is characterized with functional-pragmatic 

evolution. Political discourse is regarded as a special type of 

institutional discourse, when the subjects of speech activity are 

politicians of all stripes. This discursive type manifests itself in 

the form of political interviews, press-conferences, meetings with 

voters, debates, reports etc. The main goal of English political 

НТsМoЮrsО Тs Эo ТЧПХЮОЧМО pОopХО‘s МСoТМОs КЧН КМЭТoЧs. TСО КЮЭСor 
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uses functional-linguistic analysis to determine that threatening 

people in politics is achieved through a spectrum of rhetorical 

means including those that have pragma-semantic components of 

fear, hatred, pressure and tension. Using threatening phrases, 

speakers try to change foreign policy issue in either positive or 

negative way. This malicious tendency can be later noticed in 

physical opposition of different countries or making peace 

between enemy countries. It is necessary to thoroughly research 

all the peculiarities of using subordination tactics and its 

influence on the formation of the foreign policy issue and foreign 

political discourse. 

Key words: political discourse, threat, communicative 

strategy, speech tactics, confrontation, pragmatics, rhetoric, 

functional linguistics, subordination.  
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     , 

      
   . ,  

       
     : 

Twenty-three of the 28 member nations are still not paying 

what they should be paying and what they are supposed to be 

paying for their defence. This is not fair to the people and 

taxpayers of the United States (Sommerlad, 2018). 

     
should be paying     
supposed to be paying     

    ,  
       . 

     
 this is not fair     

      , 
      . 

 ,      
    - ,   

     . 
      

,      
-      

: 
IП ЭСОв rОsЭКrЭ ТЭ, ЭСОв‘rО РoТЧР Эo СКЯО ЛТР proЛХОЦs — bigger 

ЭСКЧ ЭСОв‘ЯО ОЯОr СКН ЛОПorО КЧН вoЮ МКЧ ЦКrФ ТЭ НoаЧ.  IП ЭСОв 
restart their nuclear program, they will have bigger problems 

than they have ever had before (CNN). 

      
big problems  bigger problems,      

     ,  
        

   . 
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  ,    
  ,    

 if.   will   
  would   

,   .   
 (you can mark it down)   

 ,    
    . 

,     
,       

  . 
      

      
 .      

  (1)    
-  (2): 

(1) Since 9/11, we have taken the fight to these terrorists and 

extremists. We will stay on the offense. We will keep up the 

pressure, and we will deliver justice to our enemies (President 

Bush Delivers State of the Union Address). 

(2) North Korea is looking for trouble. If China decides to 

help, that would be great. If not, we will solve the problem 

without them! U.S.A. (Twitter). 

  (1)      
 keep up the pressure,   
     

  ,    deliver justice, 

    
   .  (2)  

,    , looking for 

trouble  solve the problem,    
 .      
     

- .  , -
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