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ГЕНДЕРНЫЕ ОСОБЕННОСТИ НАПУТСТВЕННОЙ 

РЕЧИ (РЕЧИ НА ЦЕРЕМОНИИ ВРУЧЕНИЯ 

ДИПЛОМОВ) В ДВУХ НАЦИОНАЛЬНЫХ ВАРИАНТАХ 

АНГЛИЙСКОГО ЯЗЫКА: БРИТАНСКОМ И 

АМЕРИКАНСКОМ 

Статья посвящена гендерным исследованиям, 

являющимся одним из приоритетных направлений 

современной лингвистики, и раскрывает гендерную 

специфику напутственной речи (в двух национальных 
вариантах английского языка: британском и американском) 

на разных уровнях языковой системы. Основное внимание 
автор уделяет гендерному анализу структуры и лингво-

стилистических аспектов данных речей. В работе также 
рассматриваются основные особенности структуры 

напутственной речи, наблюдаемые как у оратора-мужчины, 

так и у оратора-женщины.  
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GENDER PECULIARITIES OF COMMENCEMENT 

ADDRESS IN AMERICAN AND BRITISH ENGLISH 

The article is devoted to the gender studies which are one of 

the priorities in modern linguistics and which disclose a specific 

character of a commencement address (both in American and 

British English) on different levels of the language system. The 

author places special emphasis on the gender analysis of the 

structure and lingvo-stylistic aspects of the given commencement 

addresses. The main peculiarities of the commencement address 

structure, observed both in men’s and women’s speeches, are 

widely discussed in the work.  

Key words: gender studies, linguistics, text, commencement 

address, stylistic devices, structure peculiarities of a 

commencement speech.   

Intoduction 

There are certain events throughout the course of everybody’s 

life that can steer you in right direction, and undoubtedly, most of 

them are unforgettable. It may be your wedding day, birthday of 

your first child, receiving an award or whatever, but for those, 

who had the honor to study four or even more years at a 

University, a commencement ceremony is definitely one of these 

significant events as well. 

According to the Online Encyclopedia of Education, “the 

commencement is the culmination of education for the high 

school student, the commencement ceremony, or graduation, is a 

major event and transition point for students, parents, and 

teachers. It is a time for students, parents, and teachers to 

celebrate their hard work and accomplishments” [9]. Actually, 
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this word stems from Latin “inceptio” which denotes “beginning, 

start” that evidently proves it to be a transition into new era in 

one’s life. 

There has been a tradition in some countries, particularly in 

the USA and in the UK, to invite a person (usually, a noteworthy 

one) to deliver a commencement speech or address at graduation. 

Commencement speeches are the ones given at graduations, 

usually in the summer and often outside, where the attention 

spans of young people are stretched to their limits [10]. Andrew 

Albanese is credited with describing the commencement address 

as the “university’s final gift to its graduates” [7]. This is the last 

formal chance to make an impression on these young minds 

before they leave the hallowed halls of their alma mater and 

move on to grander endeavors in the world [5]. 

The world has always been changing and therefore the 

graduates who are entering this transformed society have been 

facing new challenges. To encourage and motivate alumni to deal 

with them, universities are to invite prominent speakers. 

Moreover, speakers have been changing along with the times as 

well. 

Empiric material 

Our study is devoted mainly to gender peculiarities of 

commencement addresses of British and American speakers. 

Nowadays gender studies are one of the top priorities in modern 

linguistics, because the 20
th

-21
st
 centuries are characterized by 

women’s breakthroughs in all spheres; and it had led to some 

changes in existing stereotypes [1]. Women got access to all 

fields of human concern. Many distinguished women became 

those who people take for a model; they have been motivated due 

to many of them. Their examples of getting successful are 

inspiring; they definitely have something to share. 

Therefore, we have selected randomly four commencement 

speeches, delivered by American and British distinguished 

people, both female and male. They are: 
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1. J.K. Rowling’s commencement address, Harvard 

University, June 5, 2008; 

2. Neil Gaiman’s commencement address, the University 

of Arts, May 17, 2012; 

3. Ellen DeGeneres Graduation Speech, Tulane 

University, 16 May, 2009; 

4. Steve Jobs’s commencement address, Stanford 

University, June 14, 2005. 

Results and discussion 

First of all, to make it clear, we are to define the notion 

“gender”. I.R. Chikalova determines it as “a concept used in 

social sciences to display the socio-cultural aspects of a person’s 

gender”. In her words, men and women are the cultural products 

of their societies, and stereotypes about gender reflect the views 

of the society on the behavior that is expected from men or 

women [2]. This definition confirms the fact that the notion of 

gender is also closely linked to the culture of the society, due to 

the fact that gender presents a cultural characteristic of the 

behavior of a person of a particular gender in a particular society. 

Therefore, a significant role in our study belongs to the 

correlation between language, culture and gender. 

Comparing the language of men and women they use in the 

above mentioned commencement addresses, the next thing we 

need to draw attention on is their structure. Four prominent 

themes emerge that help define the rules for the genre of 

commencement addresses. These themes are: 1) acknowledging 

the graduates and their achievements, 2) creating identification 

between the speaker and the graduates (speakers at 

commencement ceremonies also use narratives, anecdotes, and 

familiar references as a means of establishing identification for 

their audience.), 3) presenting the world and its challenges, and 4) 

instilling a sense of hope for the graduates’ future [5]. 

All these four themes can be found in the analyzed 

commencement speeches, both male and female. The gender 
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analysis of the first theme had helped to reveal that women are 

likely to gratitude people who had invited them to speak, and, 

above all, graduates: “President Faust, members of the Harvard 

Corporation and the Board of Overseers, members of the faculty, 

proud parents, and, above all, graduates. The first thing I would 

like to say is ‘thank you.’”[8]; “Thank you, President Cowan, 

Mrs. President Cowen; distinguished guests, undistinguished 

guests, you know who you are, honored faculty and creepy 

Spanish teacher. And thank you to all the graduating class of 

2009”[3]. It gives them an opportunity to gain the affection of 

the listeners and to attach to them. As for the men’s speeches, 

they tend to be surprised by the fact that they had been invited to 

deliver these addresses. Moreover, they state that they never 

graduated from any colleges: “I never really expected to find 

myself giving advice to people graduating from an establishment 

of higher education. I never graduated from any such 

establishment. I never even started at one.” [4]; “I am honored 

to be with you today at your commencement from one of the finest 

universities in the world. I never graduated from college. Truth 

be told, this is the closest I've ever gotten to a college 

graduation.” [6]. It is their specific way to get closer to the 

listeners as well. They want to show alumni that despite they are 

huge celebrities; they are, first of all, ordinary people. 

The conducted research also has helped to find out that women 

more often mention the members of their own families: “Then I 

went to look up what commencement meant which would have 

been easy if I had a dictionary, but most of the books in our house 

are Portia’s, and they’re all written in Australian. So I had to 

break the word down myself, to find out the meaning.” [3]; 

“However, my parents, both of whom came from impoverished 

backgrounds and neither of whom had been to college, took the 

view that my overactive imagination was an amusing personal 

quirk that would never pay a mortgage, or secure a pension.”; “I 

would like to make it clear, in parenthesis, that I do not blame my 
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parents for their point of view. What is more, I cannot criticise 

my parents for hoping that I would never experience poverty.” 

[8]. By means of the online resource “Seo-analysis” (which helps 

to estimate the frequency of words and phrases that occur in the 

analyzed texts more than two times), it has been discovered, for 

instance, that the word “parents” was used 8 times in J. 

Rowling’s speech. This appeal to family values indicates the 

desire to get audience’s attention, to evoke positive emotions, 

demonstrating that family is one of the major parts of everyone’s 

life. 

The next theme which can be viewed in all four addresses is 

creating identification between the speaker and the graduates. The 

rhetors offered multiple examples of self-disclosure in their 

speeches that are used to create identification between them and 

their audience [5]. Furthermore, two of them (Steve Jobs and 

Joanne Rowling) made references to their own time in college. 

According to “Seo-analysis”, the word “college” was used 14 

times in Jobs’s address. He also goes beyond establishing an 

association with just the university; he offers more insight into his 

college years by discussing his personal troubles as a college 

student: “It wasn't all romantic. I didn't have a dorm room, so I 

slept on the floor in friends' rooms, I returned Coke bottles for the 

5¢ deposits to buy food with, and I would walk the 7 miles across 

town every Sunday night to get one good meal a week at the Hare 

Krishna temple. I loved it.” [6]. 

The next distinguishable characteristic in the four speeches is 

that the rhetors discuss the graduates‟ transition out of college, 

the current state of the world they are entering, and the graduates‟ 
role in it [5]. Both men and women are using a plenty of stylistic 

devices of lexical and syntactic levels. First of all, it is a 

repetition: “The problems of failure are hard. The problems of 

success can be harder, because nobody warns you about them.”; 

“I'm serious. Husband runs off with a politician? Make good art. 

Leg crushed and then eaten by mutated boa constrictor? Make 
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good art. IRS on your trail? Make good art. Cat exploded? Make 

good art. Somebody on the Internet thinks what you do is stupid 

or evil or it's all been done before? Make good art. Probably 

things will work out somehow, and eventually time will take the 

sting away, but that doesn't matter. Do what only you do best. 

Make good art.” [4]; “I had no money; I had no heat, no air…”; 

“Commencement: common, and cement, common cement. You 

commonly see cement on sidewalks. Sidewalks have cracks, and 

if you step on a crack, you break your mother’s back. So there’s 

that. But I’m honored that you’ve asked me here to speak at your 

common cement.” [3]. All of them aim at logical emphasis, an 

emphasis necessary to fix the attention of the listener on the key-

word of the utterance. 

Males and females’ addresses abound in all kind of epithets. 

Nevertheless, the female authors use epithets mostly to create the 

evaluation of their own emotional states, feelings, life (quixotic 

or paradoxical choices; petty humiliations; a short-lived marriage; 

an inevitable failure; a unique status; distinguished guests, 

undistinguished guests; a compassionate person etc). Moreover, 

they are likely to use words of more elevated style. As for men, 

they use this stylistic device for emotional evaluation of 

inanimate objects and phenomena of a real life (a remarkable 

ride; adverse conditions; an unshakable conviction; an ultimate 

lifesaver; amazing mistakes, glorious and fantastic mistakes etc). 

The most frequent stylistic devices used by male speakers are 

anaphora (“The problems of failure are problems of 

discouragement, of hopelessness, of hunger. The problems of 

failure are hard. The problems of success can be harder, because 

nobody warns you about them.”), epithets, parallel constructions 

(“It gets you through good times and it gets you through the other 

ones.”), gradation (“All these major issues confronting our state, 

nation, and world can be significant”), antithesis (“And that is as 

it should be, because Death is very likely the single best invention 

of Life. It is Life's change agent.”). The stylistic devices are 
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commonly found in the addresses of women are metaphor, 

personification (“Actually, I have wracked my mind and heart for 

what I ought to say to you today.”; “I ditched German and 

scuttled off down the Classics corridor.”; “I know that the irony 

strikes with the force of a cartoon anvil, now.”), epithets, simile, 

anaphora, parallel constructions etc. 

Further consideration of the selected addresses has shown that 

men are likely to clearly structure information: “First of all: 

When you start out on a career in the arts you have no idea what 

you are doing.  Secondly, if you have an idea of what you want to 

make, what you were put here to do, then just go and do that. 

Thirdly, when you start off, you have to deal with the problems of 

failure. etc” [4]; “The first story is about connecting the dots. 

My second story is about love and loss. My third story is about 

death.” [6]. We consider that these peculiarities are determined 

by traditional characteristics of men (commonly traceable by the 

society) which are: logicality, rationality, tendency for reflection. 

To enhance the expressiveness of speech, women speakers often 

use adverbs-intensifiers (terribly difficult, incredibly important, 

darn right, dead serious, etc.) 

The study of the material revealed that males, in order to 

attract attention of the audience, are likely to present the 

information in an unusual way, using vivid expressions, 

quotations: ““This is really great. You should enjoy it.” (by 

Stephen King)” [4]; “When I was 17, I read a quote that went 

something like: “If you live each day as if it was your last, 

someday you'll most certainly be right.””; ““Stay Hungry. Stay 

Foolish.”” [6]. 

The last recurring theme these rhetors present is that of the 

graduates “future lives in this real world”. It is so-called “an 

instilling hope for surviving the future” [4]. 

Conclusion 

Therefore, taking into account all of the aforesaid, we came to 

the conclusion that the gender peculiarities of the commencement 
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addresses can be viewed on structural and lexical-syntactical 

levels and can be determined by socio-cultural factors and 

psychological features, attributed by the society to a man as the 

representative of the masculine subculture; a communicative 

leader, characterized by independent thinking, competence, less 

degree of emotionality, and the woman as the representative of 

the feminine subculture, which is more emotional, empathetic, 

cooperative. 

 

ЛИТЕРАТУРА 

1. Малюга Е.Н. К вопросу о гендерном факторе в 

национальных вариантах английского языка // Вестник 

Университета Российской академии образования. – 2009. 

– № 5. – С. 120-123. 

2. Чикалова И.Р. Гендер // Новейший философский словарь. 

Минск: Книжный дом, 2009. – C. 227-228. 

3. Энциклопедия образования [Электронный ресурс] / 

энциклопедия онлайн – 2003. – Режим доступа: 
http://www.encyclopedia.com/topic/Commencement.aspx#1, 

свободный. – Заглав. с экрана. 
4. Berkun, S. What makes a good commencement speech? 

[Электронный ресурс] // scottberkun.com [сайт автора] - 

2012. – Режим доступа: http://scottberkun.com/2012/what-

makes-a-good-commencement-speech/, свободный. – Загл. с 
экрана. 

5. DeGeneres, Ellen. Graduation Speech, Tulane University 

Commencement Ceremony. – New Orleans, Louisiana. 16 

May 2009. 

6. Gaiman, Neil. Commencement Address. The University of 

Arts Commencement Ceremony. – London. 17 May 2012. 

7. Gault, Hartman K. “The development of a genre: 

commencement addresses delivered by popular cultural 

icons.” Manuscript. – Texas (2008). 2. 



129 

 

8. Jobs, Steve. Commencement Address. Stanford University 

Commencement Ceremony. – Stanford, California. 14 June 

2005. 

9. Long, Cynthia D. “The Compelling Commencement 

Address.” Academe 84.4 (1998): 78. 

10. Rowling, J.K. Commencement Address. Harvard University 

Commencement Ceremony. –  Cambridge, MA. 5 June 2008. 

REFERENCES 

1. Malyuga, E.N. (2009). K voprosu o gendernom faktore v 

natsional’nykh variantakh angliiskogo iazyka [The Gender 

Factor in the National Variants of English Revisited]. Vestnik 

URAO, 2009, p. 120-123. 

2. Chikalova, I.R. (2009). Gender // Noveishii filosofskii slovar' 

[Gender. // The Newest philosophical dictionary]. Minsk: 

Interpressservice; Book house. 

3. Entsiklopediia obrazovaniia [Elektronnyi resurs] (2003). 

[Encyclopedia of Education [Digital Resource] 

http://www.encyclopedia.com/topic/Commencement.aspx#1 

4. Berkun, S. (2012). What makes a good commencement 

speech? [Digital resource] // scottberkun.com [the website of 

the author]. http://scottberkun.com/2012/what-makes-a-good-

commencement-speech 

5. DeGeneres, Ellen. (2009). Graduation Speech, Tulane 

University Commencement Ceremony. New Orleans, 

Louisiana. 16 May. 

6. Gaiman, Neil. (2012). Commencement Address. The 

University of Arts Commencement Ceremony. London. 17 

May. 

7. Gault, Hartman K. (2008). “The development of a genre: 

commencement addresses delivered by popular cultural 

icons.” Manuscript, Texas 2. 

8. Jobs, Steve. (2005). Commencement Address. Stanford 

University Commencement Ceremony. Stanford, California. 

14 June. 



130 

 

9. Long, Cynthia D. (1998). “The Compelling Commencement 

Address.” Academe 84.4, 78. 

10. Rowling, J.K. (2008). Commencement Address. Harvard 

University Commencement Ceremony. Cambridge, MA. 5 

June. 

 

УДК 811 

Я.О. Фаленчук 

Российский Университет Дружбы Народов 

 

ПЕРЕВОД КАК МЕТОД МЕЖКУЛЬТУРНОГО  

И ЛИНГВИСТИЧЕСКОГО ОБЩЕНИЯ 

 

В статье анализируются главные достоинства и 

недостатки перевода. В статье рассматриваются разные 
назначения перевода, в том числе как способ 

межкультурного общения и как межкультурный мост. 

Рассматриваются примеры из итальянского и английского 

языков. 
Ключевые слова: перевод, лингвистика, глобализация, 

культура.  
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TRANSLATION AS MEAN OF CULTURAL AND 

LINGUISTIC COMMUNICATION 

 

The article deals with the main advantages and disadvantages 

the translation has. In particular in the article it is analized the 

translation as a mean of intercultural communication and as it 

serves as a bridge between cultures.  

Key words: translation, culture, globalisation, linguistics. 

Introduction 

I chose to write this report, choosing this theme, because I 


